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tion and awarded 50 pairs of special animal themed shoes to ACS employees.

The Director o0s

Success within the animal welfare community is quick’
followed by new standards and increased expectatior
I—'|o?/vrefe?, ext%rvnglnetxﬁercfeations will never compare

passion and dedication that drives ACS staff to succee
During the second quarter of FY 2019, | witnessed son
of the most magnificent displays of work ethic an
commitment that | have seen throughout my career. Tot
pets rescued, total pets returned to owners, and total pe
placed in foster care experienced dramatic increase
from the first quarter of FY 2019. The result of th
increased placements earned ACS a quarterly avera
Live Release rate of 93.4%, with an annual, monthly hi
of 94.5% during February of 2019. This momentot
accomplishment caught the attention of The Petco Fou
dation, and in February of FY 2019 ACS was award
$125,000. Sketchers partnered with The Petco Found:
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ACS Director

Heber Lefgren

| believe every journey is more important than the destination. While it was nice to celebrate our second quarter
accomplishments, the recent success was a large stepping stone towards the new challenges and triumphs to
come. Featured in this report are new pilot programs that ACS has implemented to increase community
involvement and improve the quality of care that we provide to San Antonio pets. | sincerely express my greatest
thanks to everyone that has contributed to the ACS municipal shelter and improved the lives of San Antonio pets.

THANK You!!
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MIChai rds Corner

Spring in San Antonio is one of the most beautiful time of the year. The change of
seasons brings warmer days, blooming flowers, and lots and lots of kittens. Kitten
Season 2019 has arrived in San Antonio, and ACS is always looking for additional
fosters and donations to support the increased number of kittens at the shelter.
Kittens are an easy starter animal choice for firdatme fosters, and ACS will
provide all of the resources needed for participation. Additionally, the ACS Com-
munity Cat Program offers opportunities for residents to humanely trap, neuter/
spay, and release adult cats. Community cats provide neighborhoods with free
pest control and are capable of providing for themselves.

If shelter dogs have a special place in your heart, then ACS has a new program
just for you. The ACS Shelter Paws Program featured in this report details how
residents can take a shelter dog out for single day adventures. Shelter Paws is a
wonderful alternative to those that do not have the available schedule to foster
fulltime but can share an afternoon or two with a dog. Socializing shelter dogs
: . will make them trust people more easily, which in turn makes them more likely to
ACS Advisory Board Cha'rbe adopted. Thank you for doing your part for your community and encourage oth-

Rita Braeutigam ers to get involved with the new ACS programs. You just might meet your new
best friend!

and their wonderful pets. It is uncommon to hear back
from adopters years after they have adopted, but recent-
ly a family that shared multiple stories of their adopted
dog, Taylor. Taylor was originally brought to ACS as a
stray puppy during the summer of 2015. Kristina Rodri-
guez saw Taylor and it was love at first sight. Since then,
Taylor has joined Kristina and the rest of her family on
many journeys, and Kristina had the following to share.
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oMy baby girl turned four thi
strong and she's absolutely beautiful. She's very spoiled
(bit of a daddy's girl). We took her on her first backpack-
ing trip and she loved it. We were in Colorado White
River National Forest for five days and four nights. We
hiked about 10 to 12 miles a day. She fell asleep on the
top of the mountain range for a couple of hours before
we hiked back down. She has a lot of muscle but still
sleeps all day every day, and she loves her brother
Chancho more than anything. Her and our cat, Random,
have become the best of friends, and they even sleep
together. | just had to thank you again for my angel.

oL R .~ . .. Weve beep on many.adventures and have so many
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FY 2019 Programs and Projects Update

K9s For Warriors Pilot Program Update

In January of FY 2019, San Antonio C*
Council unanimously approved the K9
For Warriors Pilot Program and leas
agreement. K9s For Warriors is a nonpro
organization that trains rescue dogs t
become service animals for veteran
suffering from PTSD and other disabilitie:
The Petco Foundation has announce
support for the program through a grant c
2 million dollars.

During March of FY 2019, a public pres
conference was held at ACS to celebra
the launch of a 10year lease agreemen

with K9s For Warriors. ACS staff and repi
sentatives from K9s For Warriors and TF
Petco Foundation spoke about the agree
ment and revealed artist renderings of the future building. The photo above displays the facility and

kennels that K9s For Warriors will use to pull and house dogs directly from ACS. Construction of the new
facility will begin later this year and is expected to be completed by 2020. ACS is thankful for the partner-

ship with K9s For Warriors and The Petco Foundation for creating another opportunity for shelter dog
placement. Large breed dogs are harder to find placement for, and K9s For Warriors has committed their
training program to prioritize large breed dogs. Additional updates will be presented in future reports as

new information is available and construction has begun.

Comfort for Critters

ACS has partnered with the national organization
Comfort for Critters to provide ACS foster pets with
handcrafted toys and blankets. Materials ranging
from yarn, fleece and even-shirts have been donated
to support this program. ACS hosts an esite event
every first Sunday of the month where volunteers of
all ages can participate. The items created through
this program give shelter pets a familiar piece of com-
fort as they transition from foster homes to forever
homes. Crafters, sewers, and knitters combined their
efforts during March of FY 2019 to produce dozens of
blankets and chew toys. In addition to the ocsite
events, the ACS Education and Outreach Division has
hosted Comfort for Critters events at schools across
San Antonio to gain volunteer support and spread
awareness of other ACS programs.




